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Dear Friend of Respite,                               
 
We invite you to reach for the stars in support of respite by sponsoring the 2017 National Lifespan 
Respite Conference hosted by the Alabama Lifespan Respite Network in collaboration with the ARCH 
National Respite Network. The conference will be held October 11-13, 2017, at the Embassy Suites in 
Huntsville, AL. The conference theme, Take Off with Respite, is not only a nod to the incredible 
history of the space industry in Huntsville, AL, also known as Rocket City USA, but also reflects the 
mission of respite care services. To take off is to move forward, rise to meet challenges, heighten 
awareness, and push innovation. Join us as we launch to greater heights with respite care for families. 
 

More than 43 million family caregivers in the United States provide support, assist with daily living 
tasks, and even perform medical procedures for loved ones with disabilities or chronic conditions to 
help them remain at home. While most family members provide this care out of love and 
commitment, many do so without support. Respite care has been shown to help alleviate family 
caregiver stress and improve health. Yet, nearly 85% of family caregivers are not receiving respite.   
 

Keynote speakers will include government officials, academic leaders, and private sector visionaries. 
Over 20 workshops will cover best practices, ground-breaking research, new respite approaches, and 
family caregiver wellness topics related to stress and coping. Respite that serves diverse populations, 
including people with mental health issues, Alzheimer’s, multiple sclerosis, ALS, developmental 
disabilities and autism, the frail elderly, and children with medical needs, will be highlighted. 
 

A study from AARP found that by 2020, 117 million Americans will need assistance, yet the number of 
individuals who can provide care is only expected to reach 45 million. An anticipated $17.2 billion of 
future market opportunity to protect the quality of life for family caregivers will include respite and 
backup care, social support, health and wellness, and financial/job security. Please consider 
sponsoring or exhibiting at the 2017 National Lifespan Respite Conference to market your leadership 
in this important field. A variety of sponsorship and exhibitor options are described in the attached 
materials. We look forward to your support and working with you in the long-term services and 
supports arena. If you need more information, please visit the Sponsorship and Exhibitor Information 
link at https://arch.wildapricot.org/2017_Sponsorship or contact Melissa Terry via email at 
mterry@ucphuntsville.org or call (256) 859-4900.  
 

Thank you for your consideration and support, 
             
                                                   

               

  Jill Kagan Melissa Terry   Cheryl Smith 
Director State Outreach Coordinator  Chief Executive Officer 
ARCH National Respite Network Alabama Lifespan Respite    UCP of Huntsville & TN Valley 


